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Moving Mountains and Building Bridges: Web Architectures of Participation 

 
 
Is feminist pedagogy possible in online environments? Our stories of moving mountains 

of profit driven knowledge production, and building bridges for participation in learning 
communities, open discussion about feminist teaching practices. 

 
We share experiences in facilitating learning in online, face-to-face, and blended 

environments that reflect a feminist post-colonial pedagogical stance. We focus on the notion of 
participation in online learning environments as supported by architectures of participation that 
are structured to intentionally challenge the monolithic and hierarchical architecture of 
institutional formal sites of learning. Architectures of Participation (O’Reilly, 2005) are 
structures to support contributions, dialogue, and differences among co-learners. Feminist 
postcolonial practice involves disrupting hegemonic sociopolitical systems and sustaining 
difference. A feminist pedagogue asks students to bring their metaphors, experiences, and ideas 
to the group to question assumptions of the neutrality of knowledge. Feminist Web 2.0 pedagogy 
utilizes a participatory architecture of social networking tools that enable tagging (naming), 
hyperlinking (intertextual referencing), and commenting to create counter-narratives. Stories 
from teaching focus this interactive discussion. Examples include: Blog chronicle, dialogue, 
machinima, performances in virtual spaces, remix cultural critiques, and locating and tagging 
resources. Key words: participatory, online, dialogue, feminist, remix. 
 
To us, feminist pedagogy means that we:  

o View knowledge as value-laden 
o Expose and examine assumptions 
o Affect social change 
o See teaching as a political act 
o Seek equality for all 
o Value personal experience 
o Empower all voices 
o Seek out multiple perspectives 
o Emphasize self-representation 
o Structure our courses with shared leadership, shared authority 
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