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 Mr. Pink, 
 
I am in the process of re-reading your book, "A Whole New Mind". 
It is an amazing piece of literature.  I heard you speak to the 
NAEA National Convention a few years back; I was inspired!   As 
an educator and specifically an arts educator, you are speaking 
my language.  I always give a copy of the book to my student 
teachers and am currently working with my principal to use your 
book for a whole-staff study group.   Wish me luck!  
 
As I am re-reading the book, I can't help but think of the 
implications for children.  Have you tried to apply the principles 
and specifically the Six Senses to school-aged children?  I would 
love to explore the concepts of your book with elementary-aged 
(ages 8-12) children in some fashion.  Are you able to give me 
some direction on how this could be done in a meaningful way? 
 
With deepest thanks, 
Bob Reeker 
 

August 3, 2008 



Bob -- 

Thanks for the note and the kind words about A WHOLE NEW MIND. Much 
appreciated. 

 

Yes, I think there are all kinds of implications for children.  But I'm no expert 
in child development. Nor am I an educator. So I'm relying on people like 
you to try cool stuff -- and share best practices with others. That's not a 
systematic approach, of course. But I do think it's a way for innovators 
like you to get up to speed fast. 

 

Beyond that, I'd simply recommend trying some of the exercises in the book 
with kids in that age range. You might have to retrofit them a bit. But I 
think most of them are pretty applicable. And you might find some 
especially powerful.  Let me know how it goes. 

 

Meantime, thanks again for being in touch. 

 

Cheers, 

Dan August 3, 2008 



Mr. Pink, 
 
Thank you for your response and so prompt!  I appreciate your   
 honesty in the application for young children. 
 
Since writing you, I've begun to think of activities I could do with   

 young children in relation to the Six Senses: 
design - give students a poorly designed problem and have them   

 rework the problem to improve it. 
story - adult provides a story and ask students to sketch images   
according to the story; there would be many variations on this. 
symphony - any of the activities from "Drawing from the Right Side   
of the Brain". 
empathy - shared drawing activities. 
play - fantasy drawing. 
meaning - collage images of what's most important to students. 
 
Any input you have for the activities would be much appreciated.  I   
hope to implement these ideas this fall for students, grades 3-5. 
 
Take care, 
Bob August 3, 2008 



 i think the idea of letting kids design is 
excellent. a related   
approach would be for them to take 
something in their classroom,   
school, environment, that isn't working as 
well as it should - and   
redesign it. they might surprise you. 
cheers, 
dp 

August 3, 2008 



A Whole 
New Mind 

 By Daniel Pink 
Research about Creativity and Ingenuity 



We must develop  
creative thinking! 

 Important to solve problems in unique 
and novel ways 

 Developing new ideas and work results in 
a stronger society and economy 

 Brains can do many things computers can 
not do 



Six Concepts by Pink 

 Design 

 Symphony 

 Empathy 

 Story 

 Play 

 Meaning 



Design 

 What do we mean by it? 

 

 How can we develop this idea? 

 

 The art problem to solve… 

Function and aesthetics are equally important 

Create and/or redesign novel solutions to problems  

Given an image and a function, redesign the image 
to best meet the function keeping the image visually 
appealing 







Symphony 

 What do we mean by it? 

 

 How can we develop this idea? 

 

 The art problem to solve… 

Synthesizing images to work as a whole 

Look at the big picture, how to the parts fit together 

Given three images, synthesize them to create something 
new and novel 









Empathy 

 What do we mean by it? 
 

 How can we develop this idea? 
 

 The art problem to solve… 
 

The ability to understand and care for others 

Use art to express feelings of respect and care 

Each artist will begin a drawing of choice on any  

theme or topic.  Drawings will be passed to 

neighbors for each to add to the drawings. 

One must respect and honor the work done by 

others prior to them without defacing the image. 
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Story 

 What do we mean by it? 

 

 How can we develop this idea? 

 

 The art problem to solve… 

the ability to tell a story that makes sense 

develop skills in using words AND images to tell stories 

Given the following puns, use imagery to tell the story 

visually. 



There was once a cross-eyed teacher who  

couldn't control his pupils. 

 

The cat took up computer lessons in hopes of  

mastering its grip on a mouse. 

 

When fish are in schools they sometimes take debate. 

 

Eating too many healthy snacks when studying for a  

test is called cramming. 

www.punoftheday.com 
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Play 

 What do we mean by it? 

 

 How can we develop this idea? 

 

 The art problem to solve… 

Fun, whimsy, light-heartedness both in work and play 

Find the fun and happiness in what we create 

Using the categories of person, place, and thing, students 

choose one from each category and draw a picture that shows 

fun and whimsy. 
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Meaning 

 What do we mean by it? 

 

 How can we develop this idea? 

 

 The art problem to solve… 

Spend time reflecting what is most important to us 

The ability to understand the purpose(s) in life 

Using a bulls eye symbol, students draw imagery and symbols 

representing things and ideas that are important to them.  Those 

items most important will be in the center; items least important 

will be on the outer edge. 





Natalie 





Yashua 



Deissy 



LPS Publication 



Nebraska Wesleyan University 

Elementary Art Methods Course 



Discussion, Questions… 
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