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Background 

¤  Teaching for 22 years 

¤  Worked as an adjunct online instructor since 2008 

¤  AP Studio Art Reader since 2011 

¤  Three years at Ashley Hall in Charleston, SC 
¤  Students do not have access to digital grade book 

¤  I decided to go paperless about 5 years ago – no more 
running to the copy room before class!  No more lost 
papers!  No more well traveled papers! 



My Problems to Solve 

¤  How can I give students feedback in the visual arts 
without a digital grade book? 

¤  How can I use technology to create a system of useful 
feedback and truly be paperless as an instructor? 

¤  How can I make assessment meaningful to the students? 



Vision 

¤  As an instructor and department chair, we have created 
a shared vision at Ashley Hall to develop an assessment 
portfolio that tracks a student from preK – 12th grade to 
include student reflections, instructor responses, and 
digital images of student work. 



Solutions that fit 

¤  I created a shared Google spreadsheet for each student. 

¤  I have developed a “system” for how to give feedback to 
my students. 
¤  In the shared spreadsheets I give feedback for ongoing project 

work (formative) and in summative assessments. 
¤  I grade units of work (a body of work) rather than individual 

projects. 
¤  I use text expander with hot keys for my rubrics and repeated 

comments. 

¤  If students are trained on the rubrics and the expectations 
for the assignment, they can write a reflection (with leading 
questions) that gives the instructor insight into process. 



Need to have 

¤  Google account (my school uses Google as their email 
provider). 

¤  Text Expander (Smile on My Mac) or LifeHacker Text 
Expansion for Windows. 



What is Text Expander? 

Text Expander uses hot keys that automatically 
fills in comments that are repeated often. 
 
I use it for email distribution lists, my rubrics, and 
statements or comments that I find myself using 
over and over again with students. 



Develop Your Rubrics 
¤  I use general classroom rubrics for 7-12th grade.  Recently, I 

have rewritten the rubrics so that they are full sentences (i.e. 
Your art work is generally strong although there may be 
inconsistencies in overall quality.  You successfully engage with 
most aspects of technique and materials).  This way, I can 
easily paste multiple rubrics into the shared spreadsheets and 
it will read as a paragraph of feedback 

¤  I try to choose at least three rubrics that apply to the artwork 
and that is how I determine the student grade. 

¤  I use the College Board AP Rubrics for the Honors and AP 
students. 

¤  All of the rubrics are set to hot keys in text expander. 



Applying the New, Voluntary 
Standards 

¤  I am currently using the new standards to rewrite, add to, 
and refine my rubrics to reflect the new standards.  Not 
every standard will apply to every project, so it is a 
process for me to study the standards and use them with 
each new assignment. 

¤  Because the standards are so well written, it is easy to 
pick a standard and adapt it into personal rubrics. 

¤  Go to 
http://www.arteducators.org/research/national-
standards to download the standards today! 



Applying the New Standards 









The Evolution of the Spreadsheet  

¤  I developed the spreadsheet concept three years ago, 
and I have modified it with each grading period.   

¤  Where I am now is not where I began! 

¤  I have played around with using Google forms to have 
students self-evaluate.  However, it is cumbersome to get 
the self-evaluation back into the student spreadsheet 
AND students don’t always have their art work and 
technology in the same place.   



Developing a System that Works 







Student Reflection and Instructor Narrative 





Sample Paper Evaluation… 

¤  Based on a NAEA presentation by Tim Hunt (Texas) many 
years ago, I adopted the 5 C’s for my evaluation system 
(and added one of my own): 
¤  Craftsmanship 

¤  Concepts Taught 

¤  Creativity 

¤  Composition 

¤  Contrast 

¤  Enthusiasm 











Next Steps 

¤  Require all students to have blogs, etc. and digitally 
upload finished art works.  Students can reflect on the 
artworks in their spreadsheets rather than the blogs. 

¤  The spreadsheets are designed as digital evaluations with 
reflective questions for students to respond to using the 
language of the rubrics. 

¤  Artwork is uploaded as a unit of study rather than 
individual art works. 

¤  Students can make comments on each other’s work in 
the blogs. 



Challenges 

¤  Students have to be trained on the following: 
¤  How to use and access the spreadsheet (including how to 

respond to the comments by me in the spreadsheet). 

¤  They must be able to log into their email to access the 
spreadsheet 

¤  What the rubrics mean visually 

¤  I use the rubrics language in critiques and in the 
spreadsheets.  I ask students to talk back to me in the same 
language.  It is a process to teach the language of art! 

¤  Technology access in the classroom and/or outside of 
school 


