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Participatory Design is an 

approach to design that 
actively involves all end users in 
the design process to help 
ensure the result meets their 
needs….and is usable.  



successful outcomes. 

By incorporating a variety of views  
there is greater opportunity for … 



What is 



What is 



Art  + Design  



 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

visual  
 



THINGS TO CONSIDER 

WHEN VISUALLY COMMUNICATING 

• Who 

• What  

• Where 

• Why 

• (and sometimes, how) 



Today’s Agenda 

Fun projects that incorporate 
 

VISUAL COMMUNICATION!  

Artist Pages 

Logo Design 

Found Object Light Fixtures 

Chair Design 

Design your own chair!  

Q & A sesh 



Artist Pages 



Artist Pages 

Required Elements 

1. Title 
2. Background 
3. Border 
4. Picture of the artist 
5. Images of artwork  (include titles) 
6. Facts that describe the artwork and/or artist 
7. All text must be handwritten 



Artist Pages 







Logos 
Objective: Create a logo that encompasses the essence of YOU  

Process:  

  1. Write down at least 10 words that describe  

  yourself. What you like, your hobbies, 

  interests, passions, anything that completes you. 

   

  *** wait until step 1 is complete, and then… 

 

  2. Draw a simple thumbnail sketch of what each  

  word looks like.  

 

  3. Circle your favorite 3 words – the words you feel  

  BEST describe you.  





Process (continued):  

  4. Thoughtfully combine the 3 images into an  

  interesting design. Things to keep in mind: 

 

   - font (speaks loudly!) 

 

   - symbol or symbol and text?  

 

   - k.i.s.s. 

 

   - make sure it is unique! 

 

   - AVOID BEING LITERAL!   



So…if I want my 
logo to express 

that I love trees, I 
should make the 

logo look like 
branches, leaves, 

and a trunk?  

Think more 
conceptually. Instead 
of literally  creating a 

tree, think of the 
essence of a tree – 

what does a tree feel 
like? Smell like? Look 

like? Sound like? Taste 
like? Do all trees look 

this way? If not, be 
specific about  

YOUR tree. 



Words: Friends, outdoors, and travel  



Logos 









Found-Object Light Fixtures 

Objective: Create a light fixture created completely from found objects.  

Process:  

  1. Gather several found (i.e. free) objects    

  2. Sketch out ways the objects can come together.  

  Consider: 

   - Who is going to use the light fixture 

   - Where it would be found/used 

   - How it is turned on 

   - When is the light used (decorative vs. functional) 

   

  3. Create technical drawings to explain your thought 

  process.  



Found-Object Light Fixtures 



















Chairs 
Objective:  Design and build a functioning conceptual chair  

  made completely of cardboard 

Process:  1. Think of a compelling concept to design your 

  chair around.  

 

  2. Sketch ideas out, including the who, what, where 

  when, why, and how. Consider proportion and scale.  

 

  3. Critique.  

 

  4. Adjust designs. Build a scale model. Critique. 

 

  5. Build final chair out of cardboard.  



Chairs 















Your Turn!  

Let’s (quickly) design a chair! 
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