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The assignment
In this age of information, the 
map--an image long associated 
with information--has increasingly 
become a means of expression for 
artists to organize and disseminate 
information. The Mapping the Self 
explores how you, as an artist/
teacher/researcher, could use a 
multi-layered map to understand 
and explain yourself and the
world inhabit.

At Least five areas of your life 
should be represented through a 
visual map, representing these 
areas. Most materials you work 
with should be transparent to semi-
transparent, allowing the viewer to 
making interesting connections 

between these different ‘map 
worlds’, or areas of your life. A variety of media including
photography, drawing, collage, computer imagery is encouraged.

Make sure to investigate how you can best use traditional mapping 
iconography in a very personal and expressive manner.

1-geographic (travel: time and space?)

2-artistic (influences, aesthetic concepts or philosophy that governs art 
making), 3-teacher/student (mapping pedagogy?)

4-spiritual, and

5-social relationships.

Maps can communicate highly complex ideas such as identity, politics, 
and culture. As a medium, maps allow artists to address all kinds of 
interesting issue and filter ideas of space and time through personal 
perspectives.

mapping self project

 

Each student will read one graphic novel and one picture book, 
then create a one-page description and interpretation of the 
graphic novel. This review will use the artistic conventions of the 
book and can include images or design elements from the book. 
The final studio art project will be the beginning of an original 
illustrated book or graphic novel (a two-page spread).

A suggested theme or subject for this graphic novel would be in 
a day in your life.

 

Here is a link to several examples of various graphic novels with 
examples. 

get graphic!
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This assignment is for 
people who haven't 
spent much time with 
the land around where 
they live. So if you have 
planted a big, beautiful 
garden, that is terrific 
and you should go do 
another assignment. 
The rest of you are 
people who may not 
even really have a yard - 
maybe you live in an 
apartment and the yard 
is maintained by 
someone else, or maybe 
you just have a parking 
strip that seems to 
belong to the city. 
Maybe you live in a 
dorm and the "yard" is in 
the quad. Leave your 

home with a camera and big piece of white cardboard. 
Look around. Each time you see a new kind of living thing, 
put the white cardboard behind it and take a picture of it 
against this white background. This will be easiest if you 
have a friend who can hold the cardboard up. Take 
photographs of every single different growing thing that you 
see. Notice grasses, weeds, flowers, trees, insects, birds, 
cats, dogs. You don't have to identify what anything is, just 
take a photograph, as if you are a scientist on an island 
that no human has ever set foot on before.

You will create a coherent design from these collected 
photographs, sketches, and  google earth images. (source 
Assignment #66-Make a field guide to your yard"

the challenge
today we are 
exposed to various 
perspectives on 
the environment, 
man made and 
natural and how 
artist have tried to 
communicate the 
need for a proper 
balance between 
the two.  Your 
challenge is to 
create a set of 
design solutions 
that visually 
represents ‘striking 
a balance’ 
between the two 
worlds, man made 
and nature, that 
we live in.

materials
design a set of 
eight cards using 
your color-aid skills 

to represent the balance of man and nature.  Consider 
organic vs. geometric shapes and somehow strive to find 
an appropriate balance between the two in your 
composition, color and shapes used to communicate your 
ideas. each card should be 3 1/2 inches by 4 inches in size.

the Hot Shop: Planet 

 

where I live
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Purposes of Mandalas: Inner 
Peace, Heal the earth, 
meditation on things of 
importance, focus. 
(curriculum sketch in the 
form of a mandala). A 
Mandala is means "having" 
or "containing". It is also 
translated as circle-
circumference or 
completion.Â  In this 
assignment you will first 
create a collage of images 
from you life, places, 
thoughts that you feel are 
sacred. It could be general, 
like the earth or a very 
specific place.

questions to consider in creating your mandala:
Is it an actual location? Or is it an inner state of mind?

What images come to mind? How is sacred place defined?

How do you recognize it? How do you experience it?

How does a place become sacred?

Constraints:
Materials: TBA

Scale/size: no smaller than 40 inches by 40 inches

circular, heavy use of pattern, color and personally significant 
imagery that communicates your most sacred place

my mandala project

jamesreesart.com

http://jamesreesart.com
http://jamesreesart.com
http://jamesreesart.com
http://jamesreesart.com

