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Anna Atkins (1799–1871) was the 
first woman photographer.

Anna Atkins began as a British 
botanist.  She studied  the work of 
Sir John Herschel (1792–1871) 
who discovered the cyanotype 
process in 1842.

The Cyanotype process had been 
used initially as a way of creating 
blueprints or copies of 
architectural renderings.

Anna Atkins was a pioneering 
figure in photographic history, 
having produced the first book to 
use photographic illustrations.



Man Ray. Untitled 
Rayograph: From the Portfolio 
“Les Champs Délicieux“, 1922



“Medical Conditions” (2013), a vintage-inspired dress in which the artist Annie Lopez 
developed cyanotypes onto tamale wrappers with images representing family 
memories.



Materials you will need:
• Newspaper and Gloves 

• Cyanotype kit (or 25 grams of Ferric ammonium citrate, 10 grams 

of Potassium ferricyanide and 200 ml Distilled Water) or Nature 

Print Paper

• Plastic Straws or Coffee Stirrers

• 2 Light tight containers to store liquids

• Water color paper or any porous material that can be washed

• Flat Brush

• Black Contractor Garbage Bag or Light Proof Film Bag to store 

sensitized paper

• Sunshine or UV Light Source

• Plastic trays to rinse exposed prints

• Negatives and clear tape to hold them in place

• Materials for Making Photograms; plants, lace, beads, etc.



Chemical Preparation:

Put on gloves and mix each solution in separate containers.

Solution A:
Mix 10 grams of Potassium Ferricyanide with 100 ml Distilled 
water.  

Solution B: 
Mix 25 grams Ferric ammonium citrate with 100ml Distilled water

Store solution in light tight and water tight  container.



Preparation continued:

Under low light conditions mix equal parts of Solution A and 
Solution B in a non metallic container.

Apply to paper starting from center of paper and working out, 
cover paper evenly and completely.

Dry paper in low light environment.

Store paper in light tight container.



Making a Digital 

Negative:

Step 1. Students will take a picture with 
their choice of electronic device; classroom 
camera, iPad, or personal cell phone.



Making a Digital 

Negative:

Step 2. Students will convert the picture to 
greyscale using Gimp.
Students will make any adjustments to the 
image they deem necessary.  



Making a Digital 

Negative:

Step 3. Students will invert the values.
Student will then save the file with their 
name in the title.  Students will email the 
file to the teacher who will print on an 
overhead transparency.



Criteria 2 Points 0-1 point Score

Creativity in Composition

My work is unique.  The ideas 

represented in my artwork are mine 

and any ideas from others were used 

as inspiration in my work. 

My work shows minimal 

originality. I attempted to do work 

that looked like others just to 

complete the assignment.

Work Ethic and Overall 

Effort

I participated fully and to the best of 

my abilities.  I used my time wisely 

and effectively.

I did not participate to the best of 

my abilities and could have 

improved the way I managed my 

time.

Use of Materials

The art materials were treated with 

respect.  Materials were used safely.  

I tried to improve in my use of these 

materials.

The art materials were not 

respected.  My skill in using these 

materials has not improved. 

Materials may not have been used 

safely.  

Application of Concept

I examined my artwork as I was 

working.  I consider changes to 

improve my work and made 

revisions.  I tried my best to improve 

my skill and technique.

My artwork lacks revision and 

shows little or no effort to develop 

skill or technique.

Craftsmanship

My work is neat and well-

constructed.  I put thought into 

planning as I started and throughout 

working.

My work has some dirty marks or 

tears.  I could have planned things 

better.

My classroom is a choice based classroom.  All classwork is 
individualized.  A final portfolio is submitted at quarter end.  Each day in 

class students earn a grade out of 10 points using the following rubric .  



Resources:
James, Christopher The Book of Alternative Photographic Processes: 

3rd Edition 2014

http://www.christopherjames-

studio.com/materials/The%20Book%20of%20Alt%20Photo%20Process

es/SAMPLE%20CHAPTERS/CyanotypeProcessSm.pdf

http://www.alternativephotography.com/wp/processes/cyanotype/

cyanotype-classic-process

http://www.alternativephotography.com/wp/negatives/digital-

negatives-gimp

http://www.alternativephotography.com/wp/processes/cyanotype/

photograms

http://www.christopherjames-studio.com/materials/The Book of Alt Photo Processes/SAMPLE CHAPTERS/CyanotypeProcessSm.pdf
http://www.alternativephotography.com/wp/processes/cyanotype/cyanotype-classic-process
http://www.alternativephotography.com/wp/negatives/digital-negatives-gimp
http://www.alternativephotography.com/wp/processes/cyanotype/photograms


Resources:
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/06/arts/design/cyanotype-

photographys-blue-period-is-making-a-comeback.html?_r=1

http://www.worcesterart.org/exhibitions/cyanotypes-photographys-

blue-period/

http://www.inthein-between.com/man-ray-before-digital/

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/06/arts/design/cyanotype-photographys-blue-period-is-making-a-comeback.html?_r=1
http://www.worcesterart.org/exhibitions/cyanotypes-photographys-blue-period/
http://www.inthein-between.com/man-ray-before-digital/


http://www.bostick-sullivan.com/cart/product.php?productid=781&cat=51&page=1

http://www.bostick-sullivan.com/cart/product.php?productid=781&cat=51&page=1


http://stores.photoformulary.com/the-new-cyanotype-kit/

http://stores.photoformulary.com/the-new-cyanotype-kit/


http://www.freestylephoto.biz/100500-Formulary-Ferric-Ammonium-Citrate-(Green)-100-grams

http://www.freestylephoto.biz/100500-Formulary-Ferric-Ammonium-Citrate-(Green)-100-grams

