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Lesson plan designed by pre-service art teacher Laura Harris, 2016, Eastern Michigan University 

Visual Arts Daily Lesson Plan: Using Christo to Re-envision Our Town: A Site-Specific Transformation  

     

Grade Level: 8th Grade (24 Students) 

Total Class Sessions/Minutes: Seven, 55-minute class periods. 

 

Learning Objective(s): Students will be introduced to using wrapped and draped material for artistic purposes. 

Students will be able to create a plan for a transformative installation artwork.  

Students will reinforce communication skills by presenting their ideas to others. 

 

Materials Needed: 3 boxes of scrap materials, double stick tape, matte medium, acrylic paint, 10 magazines, colored construction paper, 20 

scissors, markers, colored pencils, pastels, 24 pieces of foam core, maps and historic photos of local town, city, or suburb. 

 

State/National Content Standards Targeted: 

Select, organize, and design images and words to make visually clear and compelling presentations. (VA: Cr2.3.8) 

Interpret art by analyzing how the interaction of subject matter, characteristics of form and structure, use of media, and relevant contextual 

information contributes to understanding the message conveyed. (VA: Re8.1.8) 

 

Opportunities for Student Choice: (Interpreting art, developing works of art/design, or relating art to context) 

Students will have a choice of what to plan to wrap within the city and what to cover it with. They will also have the choice of which, of three 

materials, that they would like to use. 

 

Plan for Teacher and Students to Support Diverse Student Needs: 

Students who require more time to complete the project will be able to work during seminar and at home. Students who struggle to make 

conceptual connections will be guided individually starting with preconceived partial ideas presented by the teacher. 

 

Explain the use of Key Instructional Materials: 

Instructional Christo PowerPoint 

http://www.christojeanneclaude.net/ 

http://www.nationalartsstandards.org 

www.pinterest.com/cmccomb1332 

 

Informal and formal assessments:  

Students will be formally assessed on how well the rendition of their wrapping is and how the object and wrapping convey their intended meaning. 

Students will be informally assessed on the construction quality of their idea proposal poster.  

http://www.christojeanneclaude.net/
http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/cmccomb1332
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Class # 1 

Strategies Min Student Learning Tasks Teacher Instructional Tasks 

Advanced Preparation: Make and load PowerPoint to present. 

Welcome Students 
to Learning 

2 Students will sit down at their seats and get ready for 
learning. 

Instructor greets students and prepares materials 
for the lesson.to begin lesson. 

Lecture 30 Students watch, listen, ask questions and participate 
in discussions. 

The teacher will use the PowerPoint to show 
Christo’s artwork. Ask questions to prompt 
discussion about the topic.  
Then the Instructor will explain how different 
wrappings convey differing meanings. Then they 
will explain the project criteria.  

Introduce 
Assignment 

 Students watch, listen, and ask questions. Students will create a proposal to wrap 
something in their town. The goal of the wrapping 
is to either, give new life/meaning to a structure 
in town, or to communicate a political statement. 
The wrapping and the structure should both be 
communicating the goal.  

Students-at-Work 15 Students will brainstorm ideas for their project using 
maps and historic photos of the town. 

Instructor monitors students working and 
answers questions. 

Clean up 3 Students will clean up, then listen and wait for 
dismissal.  

Teacher lists clean up tasks, making sure all 
students stay on task. 

Daily Review of 
Concepts Covered 

5 Students will participate in a review about what they 
learned. 
Then they will write down the homework assignment. 

The instructor will start a discussion about what 
the students learned. 
The instructor will announce that the homework 
is to decide on what to wrap and what it will be 
covered with. 

 

Instructional Notes and Lesson Adjustments: 
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Class #2 

Strategies Min Student Learning Tasks Teacher Instructional Tasks 

Advanced Preparation: Set up a drapery still life with different fabrics and shapes underneath. Take out 30 sheets of 

paper, colored pencils, chalk pastels, and oil pastels.  

 

Welcome 
students to 
learning 

2 Students will sit down at their seats, take out their 
previous brainstorm papers, and get ready for 
learning. 

Instructor greets students and prepares materials 
for the lesson to begin. 

Demonstration-
Lecture 
 

Representing 
draped fabric 

with dry media 

10 Students will watch, listen, and ask questions 
 
 
 
 

Instructor will show students how to draw 
drapery with the three media. The focus will 
be on how to mix colors to create different 
values, how to create the highlights and 
shadows, and how to capture the flow of 
drapery in a believable way.  
By practicing these skills students will be 
able to create accurate representations of 
the wrapping on their proposals. 

Students at Work 
/ In-Progress 
Critique 

30 Students will be making three drapery studies, 
each with a different medium. They will be 
spending 10 minutes on each drawing. 

Instructor monitors students working and 
answers questions. 
They will also go around and individually 
check-in on the project ideas that students 
decided on in the homework. 

 Clean Up 8 Students will clean up; then listen and prepare for 
review. 
 

Teacher lists clean up tasks and then assists 
students in clean up, making sure all 
students demonstrate proficiency. 

Daily Review of 
Concepts 
Covered 

5 Students will participate in a review about what 
they learned. 
 

The instructor will lead a discussion about 
what the students learned from observation. 
Let students know to meet at the computer 
lab for the next class. 

 



Page 4 of 9 
 

Lesson plan designed by pre-service art teacher Laura Harris, 2016, Eastern Michigan University 

Class #3 

Strategies Minutes Student Learning Tasks Teacher Instructional Tasks 

Advanced Preparation: Book a day in the computer lab. Post the room number of the computer lab on the regular classroom door. 

Make a PowerPoint of examples of aerial views, maps and other views of objects. 

Welcome students 
to learning 

2 Students will sit down at a computer and wait for 
further instruction. 

Instructor greets students and prepares materials 
for the lesson to begin. 

Demonstration- 
Lecture 

5 Students will watch, take notes and ask 
questions. 
 

Instructor will show students an aerial, low angle, 
high angle, and eye level view of a site in a 
PowerPoint. They will tell the students they need 
at least two different perspectives in their project. 
Instruct students to look images up with Google 
maps and images.  

Extra credit will be given to students who take 
their own quality photos. 

Students-at-Work 35 Students will use Google Maps and Images to 
find two different perspectives of the object they 
propose to cover. Then they will print out a color 
copy of each view and a black and white copy of 
each view.  
After they do this they are to sketch their plans 
on the black and white copies using their practice 
draperies from last class as a reference. 

Teacher will monitor the students and provide 
direction as needed. 

Clean-Up 3 Students will turn off their computers and pack up 
their things. 

Teacher lists clean up tasks and then makes 
sure all students stay on task. 

Daily Review of 
Concepts Covered 

5 Students will participate in a review about what 
they learned. 
 
They will write down the homework assignment. 

The instructor will start a discussion about what 
the students learned 
They will inform the students that the homework 
is to bring in their print outs and a sample of the 
material they will be using as the wrapping. 

 

Observational Notes: 
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Class # 4 

Strategies Min Student Learning Tasks Teacher Instructional Tasks 

Advanced Preparation: Take out scrap material box, colored pencils, chalk pastels, and oil pastels. 

Welcome 
students to 
learning 

2 Students will sit down at their seats, and take out 
their printed images and sample of their material. 

Instructor greets students informing them that 
they will be completing their black and white 
practice sketches today so everyone can 
participate in critique. 

Students-at-Work 20 Students will develop their sketches over their 
printed black and white photos from last class 
with, colored pencils, chalk pastels, or oil pastels. 
They will use their practice drapery images and 
chosen material as references. 

Teacher will monitor the students and 
provide direction when needed. 

In-Progress 
Critique 

20 Students will put up their work on the wall then 
listen and participate in the discussion about 
everyone’s work. 

The instructor will prompt the students with 
questions like, “after viewing everyone’s 
work is there anything you would do 
differently in your final work?” Also, students 
with convincing drapery may be asked “how 
did you achieve these results?” That way the 
rest of the class can hear and learn from the 
methods they used. 

Clean-Up 8 Students work on completing the clean-up tasks. 
 

Teacher lists clean up tasks and then assists 
students in clean up, making sure all 
students demonstrate proficiency. 

Daily Review of 
Concepts 
Covered 

5 Students will participate in a review about what 
they learned. 
 

The instructor will lead a brief discussion 
about what the students learned from one 
another. 
 

 

Observational Notes: 
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Class #5 

Strategies Min Student Learning Tasks Teacher Instructional Tasks 

Advanced Preparation: Take out scrap material box, colored pencils, chalk pastels, and oil pastels. 

Welcome 
students to 
learning 

2 Students will sit down at their seats, take out their 
colored paper print outs and their practice 
renderings on the black and white photos from 
last class. 

Instructor greets students and reminds them 
to continue work on project proposal. 

Students at Work 40 Students will develop their sketches over their 
printed colored print outs with, colored pencils, 
chalk pastels, or oil pastels. They will use their 
practice renderings on the black and white 
photos from last class as reference. While 
drawing, they should also take into consideration 
what they learned in critique. 

Teacher will monitor the students and 
provide direction when needed. 

Clean Up 8 Students work on completing the clean-up tasks 
the teacher stated. 
 

Teacher lists clean up tasks – put drawing 
materials back in their packages, put them 
away, wash your table. Then they assist 
students in clean up, making sure all 
students stay on task. 

Daily Review of 
Concepts 
Covered 

5 Students will participate in a review about what 
they learned. 
 

The instructor will lead a discussion about 
what the students learned 
 

 

Observational Notes: 
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Class #6 

Strategies Min Student Learning Tasks Teacher Instructional Tasks 

Advanced Preparation: Take out matte medium, paintbrushes, paint pallets, and foam core. 

Welcome 
students to 
learning 

2 Students will sit down at their seats. Then take 
out their colored paper renderings and their 
sample material. 

Instructor greets students and organizes 
them for demonstration. 

Demonstration 
 

Creating a 
Professional 

Looking Proposal 

10 Students will watch, take notes and ask 
questions. 
 

The teacher will show students how to 
adhere drawings to a backing with matte 
medium. Stress will be put on placing the 
images in an organized and intentional 
fashion. Presentation is key to making the 
plans look professional. 

Students-at-Work 30 Students will attach their completed drawings to 
matboard in an organized composition. 

The teacher will visit every student to make 
sure they are on track for finishing today. 

Clean-Up 8 Students work on completing the clean-up tasks 
the teacher stated. 
 

Teacher lists clean-up tasks - seal all matte 
medium containers, wash paintbrushes and 
paint pallets. Then they assist students in 
clean up, making sure all students stay on 
task. The student’s brush and palette are 
their “ticket” to leave at the end of class. 

Daily Review of 
Concepts 
Covered 

5 Students will participate in a review about what 
they learned. 
Students will bring their presentations home to 
complete if they are not done. 
 

The instructor will lead a discussion about 
what the students learned. 
They will announce that the homework is to 
bring their presentations home to complete 
them if they’re not already finished. 

 

Observational Notes: 
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Class # 7 

Strategies Min Student Learning Tasks Teacher Instructional Tasks 

Advanced Preparation: Set-up presenting/photography area. Charge camera. Prepare 25 voting ballots. 

 

Welcome 
students to 
learning 

2 Students will sit down and set up their 
presentations at their seats. 

Instructor greets students and shows them 
how to set-up proposals at their seats. 

Critique 
 
Guiding 
Questions: 
 
Which proposal 
best gave new 
life/meaning to a 
structure in town.  
 
Which proposal 
best 
communicates a 
political 
viewpoint? 

 

45 
 

Then each student will present their idea, 
communicating why it should be chosen. 
 
After everyone presents, students will submit a 
vote for two ideas they choose to be funded. 
They will explain why each project was 
successful and should be created.  
 
Students should describe how the wrapping and 
structure work towards the goal. 

The teacher will prompt the student with 
questions about their idea proposal and how 
well their wrapping communicates their 
intent. 
 
After a student presents a photo of their 
work will be taken. 

Clean up 3 Students will pack up their presentations to bring 
home. 

Teacher will monitor clean up. 

Daily Review of 
Concepts 
Covered 

5 Students will participate in a review about what 
they learned through the whole process of 
making this idea proposal. 

The instructor will start a discussion about 
what the students learned. 
 
The votes will be counted as the teacher’s 
homework and the next day the winner will 
be announced. 
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Teacher Sample 

 


