
While navigating the social 
maze of adolescence, students 
today engage in and encounter 
cyberbullying, slut shaming, 
and numerous conflicting 
messages about gender roles 
and sexuality. Often, these 
messages are distributed 
through internet images, known 
as memes. Slut shaming, a 
gender specific form of 
cyberbullying, can affect any 
female at any time for a variety 
of reasons: such as real or 

perceived sexual activity, or 
clothing and makeup choices. 
At a societal level, slut shaming 
can lead to victim blaming and 
enforces hegemony and rape 
culture. Schools can work 
together to solve this issue by 
using cyberbullying prevention 
tactics, by utilizing school 
counseling resources. Art 
educators can use a visual 
culture approach to address 
cyberbullying and to encourage 
students to analyze images 
critically. Young artists can 
subvert, parody, and create 
artwork that confronts sexism, 
and they can also work 
collaboratively to make their 
voices heard against rape 
culture.

Utilizing Visual Culture to Deconstruct and 
Defeat Gender-Based Cyberbullying

THE ISSUE

SLUT SHAMING IS 
HAPPENING IN OUR 

SCHOOLS AND WE NEED 
TO BE PART OF THE 

SOLUTION.



SATIRE POSITIVE IMAGERY CURRICULUM

SOLUTIONS
Media Literacy
“Informed users of media need to be able to 
evaluate the material they encounter, for 
example by assessing the motivations who 
created it and by comparing it with other 
sources, including their own direct 
experience.”- David Buckingham 2007

Collaborative Work
- Clothes Line Project
- SlutWalk
- Vagina Monologues
- Project Unbreakable 
...and many more.

Satire
“Popular culture both 
conformist and 
transgressive in 
nature...either as 
creative media 
consumption or 
through their own 
productions...” 
P. Duncan 2009

Positive Imagery
“Reanalyzing my 
preconceptions. I realized 
that I’ve grown up with a 
lot of judgements about 
women who dress a 
certain way. I stepped back 
and asked ‘why’ and ‘are 
these correct’ and finally 
‘where did I get these’?” 
Artist R. Lake 2013

Curriculum
-Dinner Party Curriculum 
-Diversity 
-Respect
-Open Communication
-Teaching Social Change
-Establish a school culture 
where cyber-bullying is 
not accepted

COLLABORATIVE WORKMEDIA LITERACY

Geena Teodecki
Collegium Charter School
geenateodecki@gmail.com

http://teodeckiartroom.weebly.com/

Kate Cleaver
Chester-Upland School District

kclea260@gmail.com
katecleaverartteacher.com

mailto:geenateodecki@gmail.com
mailto:geenateodecki@gmail.com
mailto:geenateodecki@gmail.com
mailto:geenateodecki@gmail.com
mailto:kclea260@gmail.com
mailto:kclea260@gmail.com

