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! Initial research question: What 
instructional practices effectively 
encourage individual ideation and 
development of unique imagery in a 
foundation/drawing class? 

• How artists generate ideas, utilize skills 
• Reveal social narrative/meta narrative, create 

metaphor 
• Create a community of learners 
• Model collaboration/contemporary   

 



Instructional practices that were 
implemented and examined Included: 

• Collaborative idea generation  
• Word association 
• Concept mapping 
• Personal story telling 
• Discussions on contemporary artists, practices 

and processes 
• Assigned viewing, listening, or reading 

relevant articles related to topics.  



! Organic 

! Boundaries 

! Data 

! Threshold 



! Gesture- Mark Making 
! Proportion (tools- sighting/clock 

angle) 
! Negative Space 
! Point of View 







Began with organic: 
 
Ended:  

 Olympics  Russia 
 Air    Star Bucks 
 Filth    Superficial 
 Bubbles   Overdose 
 Mountain  Wal-Mart 
    Happy Face 





!  “I think in pictures” 
!  Biodiversity 
!  Expense $$ 
!  Interconnection 
!  Physical movement 





The Apfelpfarrer (Apple Pastor) 
May 11. 1885- Oct 5, 1966 



! B 1960 Los Angeles 
! Lives and works in city 



Chris Drury Finger Maze 
Hove, West Sussex 



Running in Circles 

UffDaNight 

Close Ties 



Vespa's, the Lovers 
Doubting Thomas 



















Investigation-Idea:   
• Personalized and expressive evidence of thought. 

Demonstrates intellectual and creative curiosity.  
Conceptual and relevant  connection to concept of 
organic 

Creating- Execution:   
• Composition, mark making, line variation 

consideration of point of view 
Resolving: conscientious achievement of 
assignment objectives: 

•  Including placement, (intuitive perspective), 
proportion, scale, and negative space 

Presentation: 
• Work presented in an organized, clean and 

conscientious manner 



! Line: Contour/Cross Contour 
! Proportion: Placement/Scale 
! Value 
! Rendering Light/Shadow 
! Process/technique 













 
!  Literal/Metaphorical 

! bound·a·ry  (bound-r, 
-dr) 

! n. pl. bound·a·ries 
! 1. Something that 

indicates a border or 
limit. 

! 2. The border or limit 
so indicated.   

! Gender 
! Politics 
!  Skill in art 
! Degree in college 
! Places in Greeley 
!  Socio economics 
! Religion 
! Money 
! Physical 
!  Emotions 
! Age 
! Race  
!  Sexual orientation 









! “Boundaries” in Art 
! Cultural boundaries: China’s 

transformation into the new millennium 









The Turkish Bath 1973 
Ingres Turkish Bath 
1862 







Strata 1982  





Diagonal Ridge Y River 1998  























http://www.chrisjordan.com/gallery/rtn/#unsinkable 



! Aaron Koblin Ted Talk- crowd sourced 
Data 

! http://www.ted.com/talks/
aaron_koblin  







! The Johnny Cash Project - crowd 
sourced data 

! http://www.thejohnnycashproject.com  

! Youtube 



! Information is Beautiful website 

! Magnet Wall/Concept Map 
• Personal  
• Knowledge 

Issues 



Personal:  --3 word association 
3 categories  
physical, facts/figures 
Emotional data 
Mental data (common sense) 
 
 
Issues: 
Force fed data through media 
Distorted or idealized 
 
 
Knowledge: 
Overall picture dependent upon 
region, experience, opportunities, 
socio economics. 
 
 
Group discussion: Information filtered 
through lens 
 











Focal Point: A specific 
part of a work of art that 
seizes and holds the 
viewers' interest. 

Emphasis: Design 
principle that focuses the 
viewer’s attention on one 
or more parts of a 
composition by 
accentuating shapes, 
intensifying value, or 
strategically placing the 
objects and images. 













! Color 
! Self Portrait 
! Matt Cutting 









! thresh·old  (thrshld, -hld)n. 
! 1. An entrance or a doorway. 
! 2. The place or point of beginning; the 

outset. 
! 3. The point that must be exceeded to 

begin producing a given effect or 
result or to elicit a response: a low 
threshold of pain.   



! Literature: Passage from Narnia (out of 
context) 

! Metaphoric Threshold (pfc) 
! Personal transformation 
! Environmental Threshold 

 















! Non-drawing Activities helped to 
formulate ideas 

! Images are not static representations 
! Students transfer skills to communicate 

an idea 



! Revealing meta narrative- time, place, 
(material) culture and socio economics 

!  Teach complexities of contemporary world 
through idea generation 
• Collaboration 
• Creativity 
•  Intrinsic motivation/ self engagement 

! Activities- timing impacts quality of production 
! Creativity as process- building on experience 

! Limitations as opportunity not obstacle 



! Questions? 

! Kris.heintznelson@unco.edu 
! Connie.stewart@unco.edu 
 


