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• Reston, VA— The National Art Education Association has named Enid Zimmerman, of 
Bloomington, IN, to receive the 2014 Eisner Lifetime Achievement Award.  This prestigious 
award, determined through a peer review of nominations, recognizes individuals in the field 
of art education who have made a sustained and significant contribution to the field through 
their work as a teacher, lecturer, or artist.  The award will be presented at the NAEA National 
Convention in San Diego, California, March 29-31, 2014. 

• NAEA President, Dennis Inhulsen states, "This award is being given to recognize excellence in 
professional accomplishment and service by a dedicated art educator. Enid Zimmerman 
exemplifies the highly qualified art educators active in education today: leaders, teachers, 
students, scholars, and advocates who give their best to their students and the profession." 

• NAEA is the professional association for art educators. Members include elementary, 
secondary, middle level and high school art teachers; university and college professors; 
education directors who oversee education in our nation’s fine art museums, administrators 
and supervisors who oversee art education in school districts, state departments of 
education, arts councils; and teaching artists throughout the United States and many foreign 
countries.   

• For more information about the association and its awards program visit the NAEA website at 
www.arteducators.org 

•   
 

http://www.art


Elliot Eisner 
 

The wise shall inherit honor 

 

Leader of the art education 

community 

 

Goal keeper and councilor 

for art educators 

 

A respected art educator 

and scholar 

 

Challenger of the status quo 

and maker of new ideas 

 

Rav רב teacher, the great 

one  
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Art Education 
• curriculum, 

assessment, and 
teacher 
education 

• art talent 
development 

• feminist issues 

• multicultural and 
global concerns 

• research, 
mentoring, and 
advocacy 

• creativity 





Retirement 



Roots from the Past 

















Sketches for Mater’s Thesis 















Explication and Extension of McFee’s –Delineation 
 Theory: An Exemplar for Art Education Theory 
Development  



IU picnic & NAEA Convention  -1980s and 1990s 

Gil & Enid 1999 



Laura and Eric 

A Family of Teachers 



What Goes Around Comes Around 



Curriculum, Assessment, and Teacher Education  



1978 



1
9
8
2 



1987 

1997 

1987 

1994 



 “When artistic heritages of 

students, and those of their 

local communities, are 

incorporated into authentic 

assessments, researchers, 

students, parents, teachers, 

and community members 

can learn to value traditions 

of their own cultures and 

those of others.  Then, they 

can begin to take actions to 

ensure that assessments are 

appropriate and equitable. 

 (Zimmerman, 2008, p. 51) 

 



  

 

 “We need to create bodies of 

research that are sustained over long 

periods of time ... teaching and 

teacher education provide the basis 

for searching critically and 

examining theory and practice in art 

education and then offers a research 

agenda for succeeding generations 

of all those who have a stake in 

building a future where art education 

is valued for all those qualities that 

we believe are important for 

everyone’s education.”  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

(Zimmerman, 2004, p. 413) 



Art Talent Development  



Indiana University Summer Arts Institute-Middle School Student Art 



Project ARTS – 4th grade students South Carolina 



Project Arts – 4th grade students New Mexico 



Project Arts – 4th grade students Indiana 



Hong Kong- High School Student Art 



South Korea – Middle School Student Art 



South Korea-  

High School Student Art 



Lunch conversation at Indiana University High Ability License Program 2013 



 “. Creating a balance between 

excellence and equity demands that 

students, parents, teachers, 

administrators, and community 

members take responsibilities for 

action. Curricula and assessments 

should be designed to develop 

standards that serve the needs of all 

students and are high enough to 

challenge those who are artistically 

talented.”  
     

 (Clark & Zimmerman, 2004, p. 16) 

2004 



 “Visual art education has a 
major role to play in the 
increasingly visually 
oriented world by 
encouraging and 
supporting all students, 
skills, talents, and 
imaginations…  they 
should be encouraged and 
rewarded to find and solve 
problems in personally 
unique ways that take into 
account their creative 
abilities.” 

 
    (Zimmerman, 2013, p. 18)  

 

2013 



Feminist Issues 



Feminist Art Education 

First issue of Studies in Art Education devoted to feminist issues in art education 1977 



1982-2003 





 “This feminist leadership 
model suggests a guide for 
steering elementary 
education majors away 
from pessimistic views 
about art’s place in K-6 
curricula toward more 
affirmative ones. The 
model is appropriate for 
guiding instructors and 
their students to move 
from self-empowered 
voices to collaborative 
voices and eventually to 
becoming positive agents 
for change.”  

 
    (Manifold & Zimmerman, 2011, p. 

34)  

2011 



 “The leadership and 

empowerment model provides a 

structural outline for 

encouraging teachers to be 

reflective practitioners through 

an environment constructed of 

cooperation, collaboration, 

equity, and support among all 

members of a community of 

teachers.”  

    (Zimmerman, SummerVision DC Program 

Evaluation Project, 2014) 

 

2014 



Multicultural and Global Concerns 







InSEA Congress and Symposium 
                   1990s 



 Cultural Sensitivity in a 

Global World: A 

Teacher's Handbook 

 Editors: 

 Marjorie Manifold 

 Steve Willis 

 Enid Zimmerman 

 “Focusing on commonalities 

requires that students 

recognize in artworks 

attributes that provide a basis 

for harmonious interactions 

among peoples and 

interdependence in a global 

world …  Concomitantly, 

teachers should challenge 

their students to consider 

how artworks also represent 

differing cultural 

interpretations of common 

experiences.”  

  (Zimmerman, introduction to Section 1, 

in press c) 

 

In press 



 “Clearly, cultural 
differences …challenge 
those teaching in countries 
other than their own to be 
both aware of and sensitive 
to these differences and 
value systems … in 
democratic societies 
equality for all persons 
regardless of race, gender, 
religious beliefs, sexual 
orientation, or socio-
economic status should be 
an underlying principle.  

 

  (Zimmerman, 2009, p. 298)   

 

2009  



Research, Mentoring, and Advocacy 





Group a few former doctoral students at an NAEA convention. 



1997 2011 



Conceptual Mapping 

Workshops in 

Guangzhou, China and 

Bloomington, Indiana, 

US in 2013   



Zimmerman, 1979, Creative Delineation map (one section of McFee’s P.D. Theory) 



Thurber & 
Zimmerman,  
2002, 
Empowerment 
 Leadership 
Model 



 “Research in art education 

is about searching and 

critically examining theory 

and practice with an aim 

toward creating, critiquing 

, extending, revising, and 

constructing new 

knowledge based on 

rigorous and exhaustive 

inquiry methods and 

methodologies.” 

  (Zimmerman, 2005, p. 72, Studies 

Invited Lecture)  

 

Studies in Art Education 
 Invited Lecture 2005 



 “Collaboration among 

researchers and practitioners is 

required to move forward … 

Alliances among art educators 

and those from other disciplines 

around the globe are needed as 

social communications through 

new technologies make possible 

partnerships that in the past 

could only have been conjured 

in our imaginations.”  

 

 (Foreward: Looking Back, 

Looking Now, Looking Forward, 

Zimmerman, in press a) 

  

 

 

 Inquiry in Action: 

Paradigms, 

Methodologies and 

Perspectives in  

 Art Education 

Research  

 in press 

 Co-Edited by Kathy Mazilli 

Miraglia and Cathy Smilan  

 

   



Creativity  

 



1964 





2005 

2001 





2009  

2009 



2010 2011 



2013 



 “Teachers and students need to 
be risk-takers and allow their 
bodies of work to evolve over 
time through self-directed 
learning because this is where 
true creative self-expression can 
be supported and valued….  

 All art students are entitled to 
freely develop their own bodies of 
work, become enlightened 
through critical thinking and 
creative art processes, and be 
able to express their own creative 
reactions to the world about 
them.” 

 
Zimmerman, E. (2010). Lowenfeld Lecture. Art 
Education. 

 



 Connecting Creativity 

Research and Practice 

in Art Education: 

Foundations, 

Pedagogies, and 

Contemporary Issues 

 Co-edited by Flavia Bastos  

 & Enid Zimmerman 

 

  

  
  

  

 “Creativity needs to be 
reconsidered in art education 
with emphasis not only on 
development of cultural identity, 
technology, good citizenship, 
and realities of the economic 
sector, but also on individual 
creative expression. Student 
creative efforts should be 
encouraged with appropriate 
teacher interventions. Art 
education researchers and 
practitioners working 
collaboratively need to 
reconceptualize creativity … for 
all students.” 

  
      (Zimmerman, NAEA in press b, 

Introduction: Bridging the Gap Between 
Research and Practice in Art Education)  

 

In press 



Final  Words 

 
“The Last Word” 
Artwork by a South Korean  
 high school student 



Hats 
by Glenis Redmond (2000)  

 





Three weddings and a teacher workshop in Hong Kong 





2009 




