
Checking for Understanding

. Application: What lvould you have said to Tommys older brother u'hen he

ca11ed Nana Upstarrs "a witch"?
. Analysis: Horv were Nana Upstairs and Nana Downstarrs ahke and ciifferent?

. Synthesis: Add a new last page to the book. What might the tu'o grar-rdn-roth-

ers say to the adult Tommy r,vhen he looks at the slars to remerLrbe r ll'renl
. Eyctluatiott Did you like this sLory? Why or r'vhy not?

Figure

3.3 Bloom's Taxonomy

Level Key Words Prompts

Knowledge: Recall data or information. define, describe, identify, know, label,

list, match, name, outline, recall, recog-

nize, reproduce, select, state

Whereis.,,
Whatdid...
Whowas,,.
Whendid...
Howmany...
Locate it in the story ,

Point to the . . ,

Comprehension: Understand the

meaning, translation, interpolation,

and interpretation of instructions and

problems.

comprehend, convefi, defend,

distinguish, estimate, explain, extend,

generalize, give examples, infer,

interpret, paraphrase, predict, rewrite,

summarize, translate

Tell me in your own words , , ,

What does it mean , , ,

Give me an example of , . ,

Describewhat,,,

lllustrate the part of the story that

lVlakeamapof,..
What is the main idea of , . .

Application: Use a concept in a new

situation or unprompted use of an

abstraction.

apply, change, compute, construct,

demonstrate, discover, manipulate,

modify, operate, predict, prepare,

produce, relate, show, solve, use

What would happen to you if . .

Would you have done the same as . ,

lf you were there, would you , . ,

How would you solve the problem , . ,

ln the library, find information about .

Analysis: Separate material or

concepts into component parts s0 that

its organizational structure may be

understood.

analyze, break down, compare, con-

trast, diagram, deconstruct, differenti-

ate, discriminate, distinguish identify,

illustrate, infer, outline, relate, select,

separate

What things would you have used , . .

What other ways could , , ,

What things are similar/differeni?

What part of this story was the most

exciting?

What things couldn't have happened in

real life?

What kind of person is . . .

What caused to act the way

he/she did?
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Figure

3.3 Bloom's Taxonomy (co nti n u ed )

Level Key Words Prompts

Synthesis: Build a structure or pat-

tern from diverse eiements. Put parts

together t0 form a whole, with emphasis

on creating a new meaninq 0r structure.

categorize, combine, compile, c0mpose,

create, devise, design, explain, gener-

ate, modify, organize, plan, rearrange,

reconstruct, relate, reorganize, revise,

rewrite, summarize, tell, write

What would it be like if . . .

What would lt be like to live . . .

Designa,,.
Pretendyouarca...
What would have happened il , , ,

Why/why not?

Use your imagination t0 draw a picture

0f...
Add a new item on your own . . .

Tell/write a different ending . . .

Evaluation: Make judgments about the

value of ideas or materials.

appraise, c0mpare, conclude, contrast,

criticize, critique, defend, describe,

discriminate, evaluate, explain, interpret,

justify, relate, summarize, support

Would you recommend this book? Why

or lvhy not?

Select the best , , . Why is it the best?

What do you think will happen to . . .

Why do you think that?

Could this story really have happened?

Which character would you most like

to meet?

Was _ good or bad? Why?

Did you like the story? Why?

Using Questions to Check for Understanding

While Blooms taxonomy provides us with a way of organizing queslions,

teachers can structure interesting questions in other ways. The goal is lor questions

to provJ.de students with an opportunity to think ancl the teacher with an oppor-

tunity to check lor understanding. Figure 3.4 pror,ides a list of question stems that

leachers can use in planning open-ended questions.

lnstructional Practices That Promote Participation

In addition to rnonitoring nonr.erbal behavior and creating quality questions, there

are a number of inslructional practices that teachers can use to increase participa-

tion and engagement in the classroom. The lollorving strategies are especiaily useful

in the area of questioning and may also apply to other methods of checking for

understanding.
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