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Title:  "Pyramids" 
Grades:  K-5 

MATERIALS: 
die-cut pyramids from tagboard or file folders or cover stock 
markers 
expresso pens 
glue 
folders of visuals of Egyptian designs 
hieroglyphic stamps (optional) 

OBJECTIVES: Students will... 
· discuss ancient Egyptian pyramids, especially the Great Pyramid at Giza. 
· learn how and why the Great Pyramid was built. 
· create design on die-cut pyramid with marker and pen. 
· observe name on pyramid in hieroglyphics (optional). 
DISCUSSION: 
· Today we are going to design our own pyramids.  We are going to be ancient architects of about 5000 years ago in Egypt.  One of the great architectural achievements of this period and of all time are the ancient Egyptian pyramids.  
· Archaeologists have discovered the remains of about 80 pyramids in Egypt.  First, we will discuss why and how the largest of these pyramids was built, then we will design our own. 
· The Great Pyramid of Giza was not built to live in.  It is believed the pyramid was built as a tomb for Fourth dynasty Egyptian pharaoh Khufu and constructed over a 14[2] to 20 year period.  The people believed that if the body of the pharaoh was made into a mummy after he died and was placed inside the pyramid that he would be able to live forever.  Everything he would need, food, treasures, boats, furniture, would be placed in the tomb with his mummy.  The tomb would then be sealed and protected.  
· They even built the huge sphinx, part man and part lion, to guard the pyramid.  The plan did not work because his mummified body and all his treasure were later stolen. 
· The pharaoh planned far ahead of time for his eternal resting place.  It would take 4,000 men about 20 years to build the pyramid!  The Great Pyramid is still the largest stone structure in the world today.  It is 455 feet high.  
· Let me give you some idea about how big that is...The National City Bank Building in Louisvillel KY is 38 stories and approximately 400 feet tall.  The Great Pyramid is taller than that.  In the poster of the pyramid it looks as if the pyramid is built of dirt bricks.  Actually each "brick" is a huge stone as big as one of these tables and weighs as much as a car!  It took two million, five hundred thousand of these stones to create the Great Pyramid! 
· So, how did people move these huge stones and stack them up to make the pyramid?  They had no machines like bulldozers or trucks or cranes or forklifts.  All they had were a few simple tools and a lot of manpower and determination.  To move the blocks, they could not just scoot them along on the ground because the corners would dig into the ground and get stuck.  They used a sled like the one in this picture.  (Show pictures from the Pyramid book.)  They used logs to pry up the stone and then slipped the sled underneath.  Then they tied the stone to the sled and pulled and pushed to move it into place.  
· So, how, then, did they stack them up so high?  They had to build a ramp out of dirt and place logs on it to slide the sled up to the next level.  They continued the ramp around and around the pyramid until it was completed.  Later, after all the stones were stacked up, they removed the earthen ramp. 

ACTIVITY: 
· Hand out pyramid patterns .  fold it along the dotted lines, you will form four triangles and a tab.  Tuck the tab under and you have a pyramid! Four triangles.  Look at the bottom.  What shape does it make?  A square.  So, a pyramid is four triangles on a square base.  (Also included here is a three sided pyramid pattern)

· We are going to put our design on the pyramid while it is flattened out.  After we design and color both outside and inside the pyramid, you can glue it together.  Do not glue until it is colored both outside and inside.  The best designs are the ones that repeat in some way around the pyramid.  The design can make bands or stripes all the way around the pyramid.  Or the design can be a repeated shape.  Use the triangles to inspire a shape.  
· You can find some Egyptian designs to help give you some ideas in the folders on your table.  (Optional:  See the pictures inside the oval on the pyramids?  The picture writing is called hieroglyphs.  This is the way the Egyptian wrote their names.  Instead of using letters, they used pictures for the sounds.  If you will save one of your triangles, I will stamp your name in hieroglyphs, or picture writing, on your pyramid.  Then you can finish the design around it.)  Any questions? 
VOCABULARY:  pyramid, pharaoh, tomb, (hieroglyphics) 
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