
Title of the Lesson: Small Hands, Big Buildings 

      
Teacher: Sarah Cress 
Grade Level: Pre-kindergarten and kindergarten 
 
Aim/Goal of the Eight Week Curriculum: The students will enhance their artistic skills and 
perspectives through an exploration of various types of media and art making processes. They 
will look at the world from the perspective of several different types of working artists and 
reflect upon their surroundings according to the ideals of each artistic style.  
 
Fine Arts Goals Met By the Objectives: 25.A, 26.A, 26.B 
 
Objectives: 
 
Creative/Productive Objective:  The students will work individually to create a landscape of 
buildings that are interesting to them and serve a specific function to the real world. They will 
use scissors to cut shapes out of construction paper to create their buildings. After they have 
glued the shapes down onto a larger piece of paper, they will use crayons and markers to create 
smaller details. The students must consider where they place the buildings and how they will 
function in the landscape as a whole. 
 
Multicultural/Historical Objective: The students will look at a variety of contemporary 
architects, whose work functions in a variety of ways. They will look at the extensive work of 
Frank Lloyd Wright, including his home in Oak Park, the Milwaukee Art Museum created by 
Santiago Calatrava, and the local Assembly Hall created by Max Abramovitz. They will look at 
these works from their architect and artistic perspectives, considering the construction and 
function of each of these buildings.  The teacher will also share blueprints with the class so they 
can understand the planning and consideration that goes into buildings. 
 
Affective/Expressive Objective: During the process of planning their landscapes, the students 
will learn the importance of combining form and function. Their buildings will be constructed in 
a visually interesting manner and serve a specific function. After completing their projects they 
will be asked to discuss or write (with the assistance of their instructors) about how their 
buildings would function in real life. 
 
Concepts/Vocabulary: 
 
Creative/Productive Concepts: 
 Landscape - A picture depicting an expanse of scenery. 
 Cityscape - An artistic representation of a city. 
 



Design Concepts: 
 Color – The appearance of objects described in terms of the individual’s perception of 

them involving hue, lightness, brightness, and saturation. 
 Form – the visual aspect of composition, structure, and individual components of a piece. 
 Shape – An outline or contour of a distinctive form. 
 Composition – the visual arrangement of different forms on an artistic piece. 
  
Multicultural/Historical Concepts:  

Architecture – the science or profession of designing and constructing buildings. 
 Blueprint – a photographic reproduction in white on a blue background that outlines the 

plans for a building. 
 
Affective/Expressive Concepts:  

Form – the visual aspect of composition, structure, and individual components of a piece. 
 Function - The action for which a person or thing is particularly employed. 
 
Materials: 
 
Visual Exemplars: 
 Art Prints by contemporary artists: 
  Frank Lloyd Wright 
  Santiago Calatrava 
  Max Abramovitz 
 Blueprints 
 Books: Into the Sky By, Ryan Ann Hunter, ISBN: 0-8234-1372-1 
 What is a Wall, After All? By Judy Allen, ISBN: 1-56402-218-8 
 The Three Little Pigs By Barry Moser, ISBN: 0-316-58544-0 
 Teacher Examples 
 
Teacher Materials: 
 Prints 
 Exemplars 
 Blue construction paper 
 White colored pencils 
 
Demonstration Materials: 
 Paper 
 Scissors 
 Glue 
 Ruler 
 Pencils 
 
Student Materials: 
 Construction paper 
 Scissors 
 Glue 



 Markers & crayons 
 
Motivation: The teacher will share with the students several examples of real blueprints and talk 
about the process architects use to brainstorm and plan buildings. The teacher will also share 
images of contemporary buildings.  The class will discuss the functions of different buildings, 
while examining their shapes and construction. The teacher will inform the students that they 
will be designing their own buildings in the form of a landscape, and that their buildings need to 
have a specific purpose. The class will continue to look at more images of buildings to further 
motivate them to think about the construction of different buildings. 
 Interactive Questions: 
  What types of buildings do we see on a regular basis? 
  What do we use these buildings for? 
  How does the shape of the buildings influence how they are used? 
  What kinds of materials are used to make buildings? 
  What types of shapes do we see in the building? 
 
Procedures: 
 
Day One: 

I. Sketchbook (5 minutes): Time Students will draw freely in their sketchbooks. 
II. Introduction (5 minutes): The teacher will introduce to the class that they will 

become architects. The teacher will talk about architecture and the types of 
planning that goes into constructing a building. The teacher will introduce the 
concept of a blueprint. 

III. Discussion (5 minutes): The teacher will show the final products of planning, by 
showing the class contemporary architecture by Frank Lloyd Wright, Santiago 
Calatrava, and Max Abramovitz. The class will be involved in a discussion of 
what buildings are used for and what shapes make up the construction of the 
building.  

IV. Storybook (5 minutes): The teacher will read The Three Little Pigs to discuss how 
houses are made and why certain materials are chosen 

V. Demonstration (5 minutes): The teacher will briefly show the students how to 
handle scissors to cut out the shapes for the buildings. The teacher will emphasize 
the use of shapes and colors when creating buildings. The teacher will also 
emphasize how they layout their buildings to construct a landscape.  

VI. Work time (20 minutes): Students are given work time to create their own 
buildings and landscapes. After they plan what the purpose of their building will 
be, they cut out shapes and glue them to construction paper. Extra details are 
added with markers and crayons.  

VII. Clean-up (10 minutes): The students are asked to put the caps back on their glue 
sticks and to clean up any scraps.  

VIII. Closure (5 minutes): The class will discuss and present how their building 
functions.  

 
Back-up Activity: Blueprints 



A table will be set up in the back of the room with blue construction paper and white colored 
pencils. Students who finish early will be able to draw a blue print for their dream home. 
 
Preparation Time: 

Research and gathering of examples:  4 hours 
 Meeting with Teaching Assistant:  4 hours 
 Creating teacher materials:  6 hours 
 Time prior to each class for preparation: 3 hours 
 Duration of each class period:  1 hour and 30 minutes 
  
 
  


