
Title of the Lesson: The World of Eric Carle 

       
Teacher: Sarah Cress 
Grade Level: Pre-kindergarten and kindergarten 
 
Aim/Goal of the Eight Week Curriculum: The students will enhance their artistic skills and 
perspectives through an exploration of various types of media and art making processes. They 
will look at the world from the perspective of several different types of working artists and 
reflect upon their surroundings according to the ideals of each artistic style.  
 
Fine Arts Goals Met By the Objectives: 25.A, 26.A, 26.B 
 
Objectives: 
 
Creative/Productive Objective:  The students will work individually to create a mother and a 
baby animal based off of the work of Eric Carle. The students will brainstorm an animal, then 
create their own textures through rubbing techniques. The students will cut out animal shapes 
from their textured paper, and use the style of Eric Carle to glue their cut shapes onto larger 
piece of colored construction paper. The students will use oil pastels to create a background for 
the animals. 
 
Multicultural/Historical Objective: The students will use their work to tell a story about their 
animal’s existence, thus practicing their skills as illustrators. The lesson will teach the students 
about animals around the world and how they can represent them realistically within a created 
environment. Students will learn the importance of illustration within a story and how illustration 
can influence a reader’s imagination.  
 
Affective/Expressive Objective: The students will create individual pieces that will become a 
part of a collaborative class book. The book will tell the story of each child’s animal artwork. 
 
Concepts/Vocabulary: 
 
Creative/Productive Concepts: 
 Symbolism-an object used to represent something abstract. 
 Abstraction- the process of breaking down an object or idea into its individual elements. 
 Narrative-a story. 
 Collage-An artistic composition of materials and objects pasted over a surface, often with 

unifying lines and color. 
 Layer- A single thickness of a material covering a surface or forming an overlying part or 

segment 
 
Design Concepts: 
 Shape – An outline or contour of a distinctive form. 



 Color – The appearance of objects described in terms of the individual’s perception of 
them involving hue, lightness, brightness, and saturation. 
Texture - the appearance and feel of a surface.  

 Form – the visual aspect of composition, structure, and individual components of a piece. 
 Composition – the visual arrangement of different forms on an artistic piece. 
 
Multicultural/Historical Concepts:  
 Illustration-images used to explain a story. 
 Contemporary- of the present time; modern. 
 
Affective/Expressive Concepts:  
 Book- a printed work on sheets of paper, bound together. 
 Communication - the giving or exchanging of information. 
 Narrative – the art of storytelling. 
 Setting- the time and place in which a story takes place. 
 
Materials: 
 
Visual Exemplars: 
 Teacher Examples 
 Eric Carle Books: 
 The Very Hungary Caterpillar 
 The Very Busy Spider 
 Does a Kangaroo Have a Mother too? 
 Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See? 
  
 
Teacher Materials: 
 Construction Paper 
 Objects to create texture 
 Exemplars 
        Closure Book Materials: 
  Heavier Paper (Bristol board) 
  Three rings/Materials to attach book 
 Back-up Activity: 
  Sponge-Shaped Animals 
  Tempera Paints 
  Images of Mother and Baby Animals for Matching game 
  
Demonstration Materials: 
 Tape  
 Paper 
 Textured Objects 

Scissors 
Glue 
Colored Construction Paper 
Oil Pastels 
Crayons 

 
Student Materials: 



Scissors 
Glue 
Colored Construction Paper 
Paints/Oil Pastels 
Crayons 

 
Motivation: The teacher will read, Does a Kangaroo Have a Mother, too? By Eric Carle. The 
teacher will lead a discussion on Eric Carle’s, bright, mixed media style work. The teacher and 
students will also discuss Eric Carle’s use of illustration and how it helps to tell a story.  
 
Questions: 
  What animals did you see in the story? 
  Do you own a pet? 

Where are the different types of animals found? 
Where do animals live in nature? 
If you were to write the story, what would happen to your animals? 
How do mother animals and baby animals look different from another? 
How do mothers care for their babies? 
Who else might take care of the baby animals? 
What are some other names for baby animals? 
 

Procedures: 
 
Day One: 
 

I. Sketchbook time (5 minutes): Student will draw freely in there sketchbooks. 
II. Introduction (5 minutes): The teacher will introduce the class to the work of 

illustrators. The teacher will introduce Eric Carle and show images that he uses 
within his stories.  

III. Storybook (5 minutes): The teacher will read the Eric Carle story, Does a 
Kangaroo Have a Mother, too?   

IV. Discussion (5 minutes): The teacher and students will have a discussion about the 
animals within the story, and how Eric Carle created them. They will also discuss 
animal families.  

V. Demonstration (5 minutes): The teacher will briefly show the students how to 
create their own textures from the various supplied materials. The teacher will 
then cut shapes from the colored paper. The teacher will emphasize the use of 
shapes and colors when creating the animals and demonstrate how the shapes are 
glued onto the page. The teacher will also demonstrate the use oil pastels to create 
a setting for the animals.  

VI. Work time (25 minutes): Students are given work time to create pages of the 
story. They will first need to choose an animal and look at its basic shapes.  

VII. Clean-up (5 minutes): The students will be asked to put the caps back on their 
glue, return their scissors to the buckets, and to clean up any scraps. 

VIII. Closure: The class will combine their images to create and tell a story, discussing 
what shapes they saw and how they created their animals. (5 minutes) 

 
Back-up Activity:  
A table will be set up in the back of the room with foam shapes. The students will be able to use 
sponges to create their favorite animals. They will use tempera paint to sponge animal shapes 



onto construction paper. There will also be a mother and baby animal memory match game that 
will be created by the teachers. There will also be other Eric Carle books for the students to read 
and look at pictures. 
 
Preparation Time: 

Research and gathering of examples:  4 hours 
 Meeting with Teaching Assistant:  4 1/2 hours 
 Creating teacher materials:  5 hours 
 Time prior to each class for preparation: 3 hours 
 Duration of each class period:  1 hour and 30 minutes 
  
 
  
 


