
Title of the Lesson: Underwater Landscapes 

      
Teacher: Sarah Cress 
Grade Level: Pre-kindergarten and kindergarten 
 
Aim/Goal of the Eight Week Curriculum: The students will enhance their artistic skills and 
perspectives through an exploration of various types of media and art making processes. They 
will look at the world from the perspective of several different types of working artists and 
reflect upon their surroundings according to the ideals of each artistic style.  
 
Fine Arts Goals Met By the Objectives: 25.A, 26.A, 26.B 
 
Objectives: 
 
Creative/Productive Objective: The students will work together as a class to create an 
interesting mural that depicts their perspective of the world underwater. They will use chalk 
pastels on colored construction paper to create lively sea animals and a self-portrait of 
themselves as an underwater diver. After they have drawn their own works, they will cut them 
out and place them on a larger canvas of roll paper. The students must consider as they place 
their animals and creatures on the mural the placement of other figures and the interaction of the 
piece as a whole. 
 
Multicultural/Historical Objective: The students will look at a variety of contemporary art that 
deals with underwater subject matter. They will look at the photography of David Glennie, the 
paintings of Donna Schaffer and Kim and Kay Vaudin, and the digital imagery of Karen 
Christopher. They will look at these works from their documentary and artistic perspectives. The 
teacher will also share with the class a storybook about underwater life. The class will discuss 
the story and the accompanying imagery. 
 
Affective/Expressive Objective: During the process of creating their class mural, the students 
will learn about the importance of cooperating and working together. After the students have 
finished their own personal works of art, they will lay out their self-portraits and creatures in a 
way that is visually interesting. Before gluing the pieces down, the class will discuss as a group 
the dynamics of the mural and whether or not it reflects something that could happen in real life. 
As a class, they can rearrange the figures as they wish. 
 
Concepts/Vocabulary: 
 
Creative/Productive Concepts: 

Mural – a very large image, such as a painting or an enlarged photograph, applied 
directly to a wall or ceiling. 

 Collaboration – to work together, artistically and intellectually. 



 Movement –  the suggestion of illusion or motion in painting, sculpture or design. 
 

Design Concepts: 
Color – The appearance of objects described in terms of the individual’s perception of 
them involving hue, lightness, brightness and saturation. 
Form – the visual aspect of composition, structure, and individual components of a piece. 
Volume – the appearance of height, width and depth in form. 
Texture – the surface quality of objects. 
Composition – the visual arrangement of different forms on an artistic piece. 
Juxtaposition – the state of being placed or situated side by side. 

 
Multicultural/Historical Concepts: 

Documentary – a work, such as a film, photograph or painting that presents factual 
information. 
Photography – the art or process of producing images of objects on photosensitive 
surfaces. 
Underwater Diving – work that involves research and documentation beneath the water. 
 

Affective/Expressive Concepts: 
Aesthetic appearance – the way in which a certain thing or place appears to the eye of the 
viewer. 
Interaction – working with others. 
Cooperation  - working together for a specific cause. 

 
Materials: 
 
Visual Exemplars: 
 Book Examples –  
  Way Down Deep n the Deep Blue Sea By, Jan Peck 
  ISBN 0-689-85110-3 
  Rainbow Fish and the Big Blue Whale By, Marcus Pfeister 
  ISBN 0-7358-1009-5 
 Art prints by contemporary artists: 
  David Glennie 
  Donna Schaffer 
  Kim and Kay Vaudin 
  Karen Christopher 
 Teacher Examples 
   
 
Teacher Materials: 
 Books 
 Prints 
 Exemplars 
 Large blue roll paper 
 Demonstration Materials: 



  Paper 
  Chalk pastels 
  Scissors 
  
 
Student Materials: 
 Chalk pastels 
 11” by 14” Colored construction paper 
 Scissors 
 Glue 
 
Motivation: The teacher will introduce the students to their first project as an underwater 
adventure. The teacher will talk briefly about underwater diving and the process of documenting 
beneath the ocean. The class will discuss different creatures that they know of that live 
underneath the blue and how they interact with other creatures. The teacher will then briefly 
discuss the concept of a mural. The teacher will inform the students that they will be creating a 
mural of what they would imagine the ocean to be like if they were to dive underwater. The 
teacher will read a storybook to the class that will further motivate them to think about all of the 
interesting life underneath the sea. 
 Interactive Questions: 
  What do underwater divers do? 
  What equipments do they need to dive and why? 
  Would you like to be an underwater diver? Why? 

What types of things do you think you would find if you were an underwater 
diver? 
What types of animals live underwater? 
What types of plants live underwater? 
How do animals interact with one another underwater? 
Where do animals live underwater? 
Do animals underwater have families? 
Do animals underwater come in different sizes? 
What colors would you see if you dove underwater? 

 Book Review Questions: 
  What was the little boy diving for? 
  What was the little boy wearing when he went diving? 
  What are some of the animals the little boy saw along the way? 
  Did the boy find what he was looking for? 
  What kept him from taking the buried treasure? 
   
 
Procedures: 
 
Day One: 

I. Sketchbook time (15 minutes): Student will draw freely in there sketchbooks. 
II. Introduction (5 minutes): The teacher will introduce the class to their first project 

as an underwater adventure. The teacher will talk about underwater diving with 



the students and discuss the various types of life forms that can be found 
underneath the water. The teacher will then introduce the students to the concept 
of a mural. They will talk about how murals are made, and what it takes to be a 
muralist. 

III. Storybook (5 minutes): The teacher will read the storybook Way Down Deep in 
the Deep Blue Sea to the class and then carry a short discussion afterward. 

IV. Demonstration (5 minutes): The teacher will briefly show the students the 
technique of using chalk pastel on colored construction paper. The teacher will 
emphasis volume, texture and color when creating sea creatures. The teacher will 
also emphasize that the students make their pieces as large as the construction 
paper, especially when making their self-portrait divers, so that they are bold on 
the larger mural paper. 

V. Work time (30 minutes): The students are given time to work on their own sea 
creatures and self-portraits. After they finish drawing their creations, they must 
cut them out and place them on the mural paper. 

VI. Collaboration (5 minutes): Once every student has placed their work on the large 
mural paper, the class will discuss for a few moments their layout and any 
necessary changes that must be made. Once the class has agreed on the overall 
composition of the mural, they can glue their individual pieces down. 

VII. Clean-up (5 minutes): The students are asked to organize their chalk pastels, clean 
up any scraps and wash their hands. 

VIII. Closure (5 minutes): As the students are cleaning up the room, the teacher will 
hang up the mural for all to see. The class will discuss the mural for its individual 
and collaborative characteristics. 

 
Back-Up Activity: Found Object Underwater Creatures 

A table will be set up in the back of the room where students that complete the main 
assignment early will have an opportunity to make small underwater creature collages out 
of a variety of small found objects. Small objects include beads, thread, string, sequins, 
popsicle sticks, etc. 

 
Preparation Time: 
 Research and gathering of examples: 4 hours 
 Meeting with student teachers: 4 hours 
 Creating teacher materials: 8 hours 
 Time prior to each class for preparation: 3 hours 
 Duration of each class period:  1 hour and 30 minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


